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The Mercator jaft; in laying the Delufions which are fpread among the People in the Cafe 
of the French Trade, at the Door of our Parties and Divifions. eet i 


It muft aftonifh the People,who have been fo Deluded, when they read over the Two. lift 
Mercator’s, and‘fee the prodigious Exportation of Goods to France. 


The Unreafonablenefs of Rejecting fach a Commerce. 


The End and Reafon of Trade. 


The Cafe ftated between the Mercator and the SCHEME. t 
One brings Vouchers for all it fays, and refers to them for the Proof’; the other ‘affirms 


falfly, and [peaks Partially with Defign. 





Erhaps fome may take it ill, that the MER- 
CATOR, who, in all things, recommends 
Impartiality and Calmnefs in Jadging of the 
Arguments ,which he makes ufe of, thould 
fo often mention the Parties and Perfons, 

who concern themfelves in thefe Matters of Trade, and 
who Impofe upon, and fpread Delufions among the 
People. - 


But if the thing were ‘duly confidered in it felf, and 
the grofsnefs of thofe Delufions enquired inte, toge- 
ther with the Defigns , which appear to be carrying on 
by them ; it would rather be wonder’d at, that this 
Paper fhould refrain the fevereft Satyrs, in a Cafe, 
which fo much concerns the Welfare of the Commetce 
of Great-Britain ; whereas, on the contrary, this Paper 
rather proceeds to prove with Clearnefs and undoubted 
Fvidence, the Truth of what is Jaid down on one 
Side, than to reprove the Evil Defigts of others ; 
and as for its own part, as the: Work carries fach Evi- 
dence with it, as cannot be Deteéted of the leaft Fraud 
or Evil Defign, fo..it is with {pecia] Tranquillity, that 
the Writer hears many warm People charge him with 
Publifhing what is Falfe, while not one Perfon has 
thought it yet worth while to prove thofe Falfities, or 
to accept the Challenge fome time fince given them to 


that Purpofe, MERC ATOR, (No. 18.) 


To thofeywho are Impartial, and have not learnt 
the Commoit-places of their Party-Inftrutors, the 
Fvidence brought to prove every thing,that is advanced 
here, will, it is hoped, be very Satisfactory: “As*to 
the other, (viz.) Thofe ,who have been Impofed upon, 


and who gave up their Reafon to the Affrance with 
which it was afirm’d, That our Trade to France was 
of no value to England; who have been tavght to 
fay, we lofe a Million per Annum, by Trading with 
France; that we Export nothing thither worth nami 
but pay for all we take trom thence with our ’'r 
Money: To thefe, it muft be very furprizing to read 
the Two lat MERCATORS. et 


It will neceffatily be forme Aftonifhmetit to them ‘to 
fée, that after all they have been told, we really Ex- 
ported Three hundred thoufand Pounds a Year to 
France, in Englifh Woollen Manufa€tures. yoy 


One Hundred and eighteen thoufand Pound d ‘Year, 
in Leather, Lead, Tin, and Fith iilon 


Onc Hundred and fifty thoufand Pound a’ Year, in 
Eaft-India Goods. : 1% 


One Hundred thoufand Pounds a Year, im 
Tobacco, Cotton and Indico: Ahd'the like quantitiy in 
due Proportion, of fuch Goods as we bring from 
Africa, Turkey, Spain, Ruffia and other Parts, as>.per 
the Account given in the lat MERCATOR, rowhith 


they are hereby referred. 


When thefe things are Reflected upon with Serioufnefs 
and Impartiality, What muft they fay to thofe People, 
who fo willingly give away all tliat Trade to the Dutch? 


It may be wonder’d at by fome, how the general Opi- 
nion came to be thus Ptejudiced agaunft the Trade with 
France, 
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SEQ thie Fre 
256° vil Goovertiment, 


| gt): rane, feeing thefe things are fo plain. Certainly, the 
ae Wh acional Anti 


acon pathies, between the People, cannot be 


Ss « Occafién: The Reafons of the War can be no 


PReafons in this Cafe:, The Ambition and Greatnefs of 

ni King, the Differerices about Rélision: or Ci- 
, cafthave no fhare herein; the Power, 
or Tyrafiny, or call it.what we pleafé, of the Brench 
King, can be no Reafon,why we thould not Trade with 
him. No Man will fay, the Pretender is concern’d in 


the Affair of the Commerce; there are no Jacobites ift\ 


Matters of Trade: Neither will they fay, that we fhould 
decline Trade with the French, becaufe they are Papifts; 


or, that the Ballance fhsie's is. Concerned inthis 


Thing. The Canr of Parties ig 4 meer: jatgon in Trade, 


and has neither Argum 


tor Sénfe in it. 


Trade is no way concern’d in fuch Difputes as thefe ; 
we Trade with the bigotted Italians, and the ftupid Por- 
tuguefe, the Mahometans in Turky and Perfia, the Bar- 
bariafs of Africa, the Savages of Amcrica, the Heathens 
of China, and in general with every Body and every 
Nation,whom we can Trade with to Advantage. Tra- 
ding Nations, tho Chriffian, ought to maintain Commerce 
vith all People they can get by. Gain is the Defign of 
Merchandize: Trade is a Commutation of Merchant- 
able Commodities between one Country and another, 
and for the mutual Profit of the Traders. The Lan- 
guage of Nations one to another is, J let thee gain by 
me, that I may gain by thee. This is excellently exprefs'd 
in the following Liriés: 


‘ Si Mibi des, tibi do, Si Nil des, Nil tibi reddo: 
<3 Abt Kerbum Do, Dat Nutrit Amicitias 
Lex Mercatoria, fol. 67. 


How Trade came to be embarafs'd with the Strifes 
and Contentions of Nations, is not eafy to learn ; and 
that it is fo with us, is the great Misfortune and Dif- 
after of this Nation: Much more is it unhappy for us, 
that it fhould be drawn into our Party-Breaches at 
home ; and that we muft Trade, or not Trade, with 
this or that Nation, as the Intereft of this or that 
Party, who? that Nation are well with, prevails or is 
fuppreft. | 

Other Nations take not thefe unnatural Meafures ; 
and the wifeft Nations have appeared to ac by contrary 
Rules; The Dutch knew better things all the laft War ; 
and when the Offers of an Augmentation of Troops 
were made to them, requiring them only to forbid 
Trade with France, they chofe rather to decline rhe 
Benefit.of the Augmentation. : 


Trade jis an Affait of Peace: Whatever Quarrels 
there may be between Nations, Trade is at War with 
no bedy : Neither, if Men were wife, would they fuf- 
fer {War to interrupt Trade upon any account whatfo- 
ever; efpecially if that Trade may be carried on to Ad- 
vantage. If we were able. to have Traded wich France 
all the War to our Advantage, and did not do it; by 
fo much we weakned our felves, and affifted the French 
in fighting with us. Jf the Quejftion were to be ask’d 
the Dutch, Why did you Trade with France during the 
War? the Anfwer would be, Becaufe we got Mony by 
them. If the Queftion were ask’d, Why England re- 
fus’d to Trade with France? it might be anfwered, Re- 
caufe theyicither knew. not, or purfued not their true 
Inrereft.. How it came to, be fo, Jet others anfwer for. 


Let.other Quarrels be raifed and carried on in what 
Manmer-amd) for what Ends Men think fit, we can haye 
no Friends in Tradc,but where we gain by them; and 
we can have no Enemies in Trade, but where the Gain 
is»on the wiong fide. 


- Frading is.a mattcr entirely independent in its na- 
ture, and neither confults other Interefts, or depends on 


any Interefts,but what relate to it felf. To bar up Trade 
with a Nation,becaufe we differ in State-Matters and 
Politick Interefts, is the greateft Abfurdity,that a Na- 
tion can be guilty of. 


eh 


If we ins NOF by them, we,ought not to Trade 
at all, either in tise of War, or time of Peate ; if we 
DID gain, we ought never to put a Stop to that Trade, 
for any Occafion whatever, War or otherwife. To ftop 
our Trade, is to make War againft our felves, and help 
the Enemy: It is for the Nation we fight with to refufe 
our Commerce, not for us to refufe Trading: By oe 


ting Mony fram zhem,..we, becotiie more able to fight 
them; ak Op eb rg 49 Be it, We leave the Wea- 
pons iit their hands to fiéht with us. 

Thefe are the Reafons why it is fcarce poffible to hear 


patiently the Earneftnefs,with which fome People reject 
a Trade with France; becaufe it is moft certain, that 


this Trade has been, and ftill may be, carried on to our 


© Advantage. > 
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This has been made fo evident, that the Oppofers 


have nothing Jeft to argue from, but to beg the Que-. 


ftion, and affirm with Paffion and Indecency, that we 
DO NOT gain by the Trade to France. This is bring- 
ing the Queftion to a narrow Compafs. What has 
been done ofi éither fidé towards making thefe Contra 
ries appear, may be judg’d of by this fhort Abftract. 


The MERC ATOR has in 2 Papets Bivena true 
Draught of theExports of oneYear,viz.1686-7, when the 
Trade was open; in which it is apparent, our Exports 


_ to France amount to near '\a\Million Sterling-; perhaps 


much more. If the Truth of Fa be queftion’d, it may 
eafily be Examin’d. The Papers trom whetice jit is 
drawn, are to be found among the Papers of the Houfe 
of Commons. The Commiffioners of the Cuftoms may 
be enquir’d of, and the Books of the Cuftom-houfe are 
in being, to-confiute or confirm it: Let the. Oppofers 
go to work with their Search, when they pleafe. 


On the other hand, all that the Oppofers have to - 


fay, is, to ‘produce an old fpurious illegitimate Paper 
calf'd a SCHEME of the. Trade; a Paper, which how- 
ever they are content to depend upon, has been prov’d 
to be fraudulent, geen gh) untrue; leaving out by 


Defign on one hand, and adding without Voucher or 
Document on the other, - 


Which are. moft likely to be a juft Foundation to Cal- 
culate from, Jet any Perfon judge; whether that,which, 
appeals to all Men for the ees of Fact, and produces 
authentick and undeniable Teflimony, as the AZE R-; 
C ATOR; or that which is deteéted of Fraud, and 
proved Untme, as the SCHEME. .. .: 


But fince. fome Men are, willing ftill ro be deceived, 
and wauld yet deceive others with that falfe and corrupt 
Account in the SCHEME; the next MERCATOR 
fhall give it another mortal Wound, and which it can 
never furvive; and fhall produce the Copy of the Re- 
prefentation made to the Houfe of Lords again it, by 
the Commiffioners of the Cuftom-houfe: If any Perfon 
can open his Mouth for the SCHEME after that, it 


muft be fuch a Man only,as is paft being afhained of a 
Confutation. 
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ADVERTISEMENT.& %, 


Ju Publithea, ci 

“x TheSecondPartof FACT againt SCANDAL; 
In Anfwer toa Pamphlet, Intitled, A Continuation of 
Frauds and Abufes at St. Paul’s. Printed for John Mor- 


phew, near Stationer’s Hall, Where may be had the 
two former Books. 
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